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ST EDWARDGO6 S CATHOLI C FI RST SCHOOL
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oWe See Jesus I n Everything We Do
Website: www.stedwardscatholicfirstschool.co.uk Email: office@secfs.org.uk
Telephone : 01753 860607 @ www.instagram.com/stedwardscatholicfirst

27" February 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a week! The half term holiday seems like it was much longer than a week ago! | do hope
that you were all able to enjoy the holiday. It has been lovely to see all the children back in school
and raring to go this week.

There are a few families in our community who are struggling with very difficult circumstances at
the moment. Please do say a prayer - and encourage your children to do the same i for the
health and wellbeing of all members of our school community during Lent.

Parent Questionnaire

CL2.3: This school is a supportive and joyful community

@ Strongly disagree

@ Disagree
Meither/Don't know

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree

Thank you to all parents and carers who completed our recent questionnaire about the Catholic
Life and Mission of the school. We are grateful for your thoughtful and encouraging feedback, and
we are pleased that many of you have recognised the positive developments taking place. Where

responses raised questions, we have reflected carefully and responded as a school.

With Parentsé Evening approaching, please spe;
update on their progress in Religious Education and advice on how to support learning at home.
Information about what is taught in Religious Educationcan be found on our website:
https://www.stedwardscatholicfirstschool.co.uk/page/?title=Religious+Education&pid=53

With regard to the changes in parental attendance at School Masses, these have been made
following a recent Health & Safety review and updates to legislation. It has been determined that
the recommended capacity of the Assembly Hall has been reduced. As a result, we have made a
conscious decision to hold more Masss at St Edwar dodos Church, Al ma
school calendar for details of upcoming Masses taking place at the church. We hope to welcome
you to share Mass with us.
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We are now in the season of Lent, a special time in the Church year when we reflect, pray and
prepare for the celebration of Easter. Lent began on Ash Wednesday and lasts for forty days.
During this time, we seek to grow closer to God through prayer, small sacrifices and acts of

kindness, f ol | olevntheglesdre susd e xamp

You may have noticed that crosses and crucifixes around the school are covered with purple
cloths. This tradition marks Lent as a quieter, more reflective season and helps us focus on
preparing for the joy of Easter, when the crosses will be unveiled.

As a school community, each child and member of staff has made a personal Lenten promise.
These have been written down, placed inside small eggs and displayed on our courtyard tree,
with each year group choosing its own colour. At the end of Lent, we will revisit these promises
and reflect together.

Sparrows and Goldfinches are holding their Lenten Enterprise after school today, selling
handmade bookmarks. Dates for each class sale can be found in the calendar section of this
newsletter. Items are available for donations rather than set prices. Cash d onations are
welcome, and QR codes will also be available for electronic payments.

There wil!l also be a 7:30am Mass each Thur ¢
Alma Road. Families are warmly invited to attend.

Gardening Club
We are delighted to share that our Gardening Club has restarted for the season! With the children

already hard at work, you will soon begin to see our shared areas starting to bloom and brighten

up the school grounds. Mrs Lansley and Mrs Reston would be very grateful for any donations of

top soil or compost to support our planting projects 1 half-used bags or spare supplies would be
warmly welcomed.
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World Book Day

We look forward to celebrating World Book Day on Friday 6" March with a range of book-themed
activities to promote a lifelong love of reading. Children are invited to come dressed as a favourite
book character and bring the book that inspired their costume.

The day will include storytelling, role -play, a themed lunch and shared reading time. Each class
will receive a Book Bag, prepared by our Reading Ambassadors, containing a book and scrapbook
for families to enjoy at home. Every child will also receive a £1 book token to spend on a title of
their choice.
Fledglings PE activities on Friday will be adapted to work with costumes! No PE kit needed.

Class Reps Feedback T Reading Information

Thank you to our Class Representatives for sh
reading. In response, Mrs Hayman has kindly put together some clear information outlining the
reading process we follow in school. We hope this helps to explain how books are selected, why
your child may have received a particular book, and how reading levels are determined. This
guidance is now available on our school website for you to access at any time:
https://www.stedwardscatholicfirstschool.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics&pid=68

School Debts
As we approach the end of the financial year, there are a number of families who owe money on
the school dinner, trips, breakfast or after school club accounts. This causes us many problems
making the school budget balance. Please do log into your ScoPay account to see if you are
amongst this number. If you are experiencing any financial difficulty in this regard, please do
contact us and we will do our best to see if we are able to help in any way.
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Year 1 have been busydeepening their understanding of teen numbers. The children have been
exploring different ways to represent 14, 15 and 16 using a range of practical resources,
including ten frames, counters, Dienes, cubes, Numicon and bead strings. By representing the
numbers in a variety of ways, they have been strengthening their understanding of place value
and building confidence in seeing each teen number as ten and some more. It has been
encouraging to see them explain their reasoning with growing confidence.

Fleddlings Phonics Fun

Reception have been having great fun strengthening their phonics skills through a lively
ASpl ato game! The children have been revi si
as sort, born, took, foot, sure, surf and curl. Using their splat wands, t hey listened carefully to
each word being called out, quickly located it, and then gave it a splat! Working in pairs added

to the excitement, and as their confidence grew, so did their speed & with lots of friendly
competition as they raced to splat the wo rd first. It has been wonderful to see their
teamwork, listening skills and phonics knowledge developing in such a fun and engaging way.
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