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Meet Dougie 
 

 
Dougie’s mum is a Poodle, Bichon Frise cross and his dad is a Cavalier 
Spaniel – this makes him Caverpoochon.  Dougie was bred by a local 

registered breeder who is recognised by The Kennel Club.  Dougie 
was chosen from the litter for his placid temperament and friendly 

manner.  He is also a non-moulting breed and is hypo-allergenic. 
He lives with Mrs Matthews and her family and has already spent a 

lot of time socialising and training.  Mrs Matthews and her family will 
be responsible for Dougie’s upkeep, insurance and vet’s bills. 

Dougie is going to join us at St Edward’s First as a school dog and we 
are all very excited!   As he is still quite young, Dougie will start by 

making short visits to see the school and the children to allow 
everyone - dog, children and staff - to get used to each other and the 

environment. 
 
 

The RSPCA have come and visited the school and met Dougie and also talked to the children about how to treat a 
school dog. The children have also had workshops provided by Dogs Trust on how to understand dog’s behaviour. 
 
The Governors have created a full risk assessment regarding Dougie’s presence in school and you will find this on the 
school website with the rest of the school policies. 
 
Research studies have concluded that having a dog in a school can have many positive benefits – these include 
helping calm children, improving academic achievement, motivating children, improving behaviour, teaching 
responsibility and encouraging children to respect all life.  We also hope that Dougie will help children become more 
confident, especially those who might be fearful of dogs. 
 
Having read much of the research, Mrs Matthews has spent a long time trying to find someone with a dog that could 
come into school so that the children could benefit in some of the ways outlined above.   Having been unable to find 
anyone – as the demand is so high – she gave up and got one of her own! 
 
Dougie spends lots of time in school, helping the children with their learning, reading and behaviour.  Dougie is a 
very active dog and looks forward to participating in the daily mile – hopefully several times a day! 
 


